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| CONCERNING, 
| : That Worthy E LDER f | 
| Who departed this 1 BALL1 ore 2 
| the 24th of che 6th Month 175. 


— forth by the Month —— 


- ths Quarterly-rtieering for Leinſter 
Province held at Mounfmehlck, 
|  - 26th of the ſecond Month 177 | 
Mark the fer ca Man, e. Bebold the. wird N 1 


fer the end of that Man is Peace. Plal, il. 
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11 born at Harden, in the Pariſh 
of Bingley, Tork/hire ¶ England, ] ac- 
cording to the beſt information, was 
| ungeſt child of Richard and 

. Soreh Shackleton of that place. His 
Mother died when he was about fix 

years of age; his Father when he 
was about eight. Though deprived 
ſo early of Religious Parents, the im- 
preſſion made hy their careful edu- 

. cation of him was not in vain; he 
uſed often to commemorate the ten- 
der care and concern of his pious Fa- 
ther, how tr followed him (his Son) 
when very young, to his bedfide, 

and on leaving him to his repoſe, 

awfully recommended him to ſeek. 
the Divine Blefſitig—And this Blefſ= _ 
ing did remarkably attend him dufing 
the courſe of his life. When very 
| young, and expoſed to manifold dan- 
gers in his education afterwards, this 
Bleſſing followed him, and by it's 
precious influence, . led him aſide 
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_ the time of advancing Youth, 


tat 


from his companions, and i in folitary 
places to ſeek the Lord, and to wit- 
neſs the operation of his hand.—In 


Der 
were his Exerciſes and Conflicts, and 
many were his preſervations divers 
ways; and thus by the diſpenſations 
of bis Judgments and his Mercies, ' 
the Lord Almighty, who took him 
up in his Childhood, and nouriſhed 
him by his precious viſitations, form- 
ed and ſanctiſied him for a Veſſel of 
honour in his houſe. 
Being arrived at Mdakhoods: ried 
having applied himſelf to Literature 
in order for a Livelihood, he was en- 
| couraged to remove from his native 
country into Ireland, where he under- 
took the tuition of the children of 
ſome Friends. This Migration and 
| Employment he undertook in great 
Simplicity of heart and awful Fear; 
under which as he humbly kept, he 
was enabled to diſcharge his impor- 
tant Truſt greatly to the fatifaction 
os 9 his W ; his inſtruction and 
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mple tending much to improve 


eat and edifi cation. 1 


In a few years after his leaving 


xg/and, he returned and married 
Margaret the youngeſt child of Rich- 
ard Wilkinſon of Knowlbank in the 
orR/nre, ' a va- 
_ Huable, religious young woman. And 
on his coming back to Ireland, they 
opened a publick Boarding - ſchool for 
the education of Youth, at Ballitore 
in the County of Kildare. In this ar- 
duous and honourable occupation he 
aboured with confcientious pains and 
aithful-induſtry for many years, as 
the Apoſtle fays, with Gaod-will, da- 
ing ſervice as to the Lord, and nat to. 


; Men. The conſequence of which 


aſſiduous attention, under the Sancti- 
nof the Divine Bleſſing, was an 
Increaſe of his Buſineſs and Reputa- 
tion far beyond the Expectation of 
his humble heart: So that not only 
thoſe of our own Society. 


„ but many 
people of conſiderable Quality in the 
world, of various denominations, 


„ 1 N 
placed their children under his char a 
ſeveral of whom fill conſpicuous ſta- 
tions in life; and many retain — on- 
ly a very grateful and affectionate Re- 
ſpect for the memory of their Pre- 
ceptor, but Good-will and Regard 
for the Society on his account, tre- 
membering his extraordinaty diligence 
and care in his Tuition and overſight 

of them; and alſo the living leſſon 
of U prightneſs, Temperance, Gra» 
vity and Humility, which he caught 
them by his Example. 

In the courſe of time, while, he 
was thus providing for his family, 
and endeavouring to diſcharge a con- 
ſcience void of offence to God and 
man, he met with many Probations 
and Exerciſes of various kinds, and 
of very intereſting nature, yet keep- 

ing on the bottom of Humility, and 


to the feeling ſenſe of Divine and in- 
ward Support, he was born 

through all, and grew from ſtrengch 
to firength in Religious Experience, 


ns. Capacity: tor Service in the 
Church 


- CY 


hurch, For though he did not ap- 
Pear in the Character of a Miniſter 
us, but rather as an Elder 
in the houſe of God, yet a diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel was committed to 

RY 8 and he was well qualified to 
Miniſter of the ſame. Many times 

in our Religious Aflemblies, in the 
Services of the Church, in the fami- 
lies of his Friends, and among his 
own houſehold, under the freſh a- 
nointing of heavenly dew, his words 
would drop from him with ſuch ten- 
er ſweetneſs and living energy, as 
carried with them an evidence that 
ſhey were brought up from the Well 
of Life and Salvation, miniſtering 
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| | hearers... Reverent, awful, ſolemn, 
and reaching to the thoughtful be- 
holder was his frame and deportment 
in Religious Meetings; his humble 
ſpirit deeply and patiently waited, 
* (ſometimes watched and waited long) 
1 for the Reſurrection of a Divine life. 
WW When this was preſent, he had all 
= ER. things 
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things, when it difappeared, all Com- 
fort ſeemed withdrawn. And indeed 
as he ſeemed beyond moſt: men to 
take little ſatisfaction in anything, but 
in the precious Truth itſelf, ſo we 
believe he was beyond moſt men fa- 
voured with the overſhadowing of it. 
— Beloved, honoured and univerſal- 
ly reſpected for his unblemiſhed life, 
and uſeful labour, by all ranks and 
degrees of people who knew him, 
he was to the laft preſerved in deep 
humility and diffidence, ſtill prefer- 
ring others to himſelf, walking among 9 
his brethren with all lowlineſs ant 
meekneſs, and exercifing no autho- ; 
_ rity in the church, but in the freſh | 
ſenſe and power of an endleſs life. 
Edifying and inſtrudtive indeed” * | 
were his' words and converſation, 
but ſtill more ſo his life and manners. 
With the Virtue of Humility he 
Joined that of Temperance, of which 
he was an eminent Pattern. In meat, 
drink and fleep he was remarkably 
abftemious, and was earneſtly ſolici- 
| | _- tous 
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| cuſtoms in ſome of their moſt perni- 
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practice of this 
lirtue, of which he gave ſo good 
example; being much concerned at 

Exceſs which many profeſſing 


with us had run into, particularly in 


the practice of continuing at the ta- 
ble to ſit and drink after meals. This 
he looked upon as a depravity crept 

among us, borrowed from the 


.* 


world, and tending to a dangerous 
Coalition with it, even to a union 
with it's Spirit, and conformity to it's 
cious effects; beguiling ſrom the Sim- 
plicity which i is in the Truth, and in-: 
diſpoſing the mind for thoſe heaven- 
1 Refreſhments and that ſweet Com- 
munion, which our Ancients were 
wont to be made partakers of, in ſea- 
ns which they devoted to Inward 
Retirement, not to Exceſs and Intem- 
* perance, neither to the uſe of many 
words, in which there wanteth not 
Sin. This Evil was his great burden, 
and againſt which he bore a faithful 
Teſtimony for ſeveral Years by Pre- 
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kept and Example, being poſſeſſet 
with a Godly Jealouly leſt their table 
'| ſhould be made à Snare to many, 
dad this Practice ſhould lay wafte 
E the Inheritance of ſucceeding Gene- 
|  ratipns in the Truth, And this weigh-. |} 
* ty Teſtimony he not only had to 
hear againſt drinking to.Exceſs, but 3 
he exceedingly diſliked the uſe of mas» 
ny Bottles and Glaſſes at Friends Ta- 
bles, as having the appearance ß 
I that Evil.--He was allo much con- B 
" | cerned at a Cuſtom too prevalent a: 
| .mong Friends, of uncovering he 
ad upon entering into a Rom, 
| and was pained when he ſaw the 
: youth ar others in that practice, He 
uled to ſay that when he was a young 
man he durſt not balk his Teſtimony - 
in this reſpect, though the Croſs oc- 
caſioned thereby ſeemed as bitter as 
death. ie ta ref ap e cre 5 
His Spirit indeed was ſorely griev- 
cd for the depravity and declining 
ſtate of the Society; he ſaid that get-. - 
5 ting in and Joining with the Spirit oy | 
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the world, and not dwelling enough 


in the Litleneſs and Lowlineſs of 
mind, which becomes the followers 
of a crucified Saviour, was à great 
hurt to us, and he ſeared many Were 
8 back into Babylon. a 
Solid and exemplary in his own de- 
meanour, he was very much grieved 
when he belield too much levity of 
conduct and converſation in others, 
often ſaying, There was à Fear that 
would keep the heart clean; and ex- 
preſt his ardent deſires that his Suc- 
ceſſours might be a Generation to 
ſerve the God of his life in the land 
of his Pilgrimage. 
By day and by night his travail in 
ſpiri was for the proſperity of Sion; 
he greatly loved to hear any ching 
good and commendable of his Fel- 
low- creatures, and diſcouraged back- 
biting exceedingly, attending to and 
, following the counſel of his great 
Maſter, who adyiſed that we ſhould 
in all things da to men, as we woul 


that they ſhould do to us, He de- 
| - lighted 


5 ö 
lighted in retirement, and for that 
purpoſe frequently walked alone in 


the Fields: Even in company, the 
intenſe, interiour travail of his Soul 


was viſible on his countenance, wait- 


ing diligently and patiently for the in- 


ward and Spiritual' appearance of 


Chriſt, who, he often ſaid, was the 
beloved of his Soul.-—He often ſpoke 
of the neceſſity of our walking, as 
Abraham was commanded, before 
God, or in his preſence; that ſo we 
| might experience perfection; and of- 


ten of endeavouring to keep the uni- 


ty of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
After a conſcientious diſcharge of 
the duties of his laborious employ- 


ment for many yeats (during 3 5 


time he alſo laboured diligently 


the Exerciſe of his Gift among N 5 


and was cheerfully giren up by his 
truly religious Help-meet to every 


Service in the Society which he was 
called to,) he found his Spirit in a 


greater degree ſequeſtered from the 
cares of this life, and that he muſt 


be 
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ttiſcular and general Meetings to which 
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| bg more devotedly ſeparated to the 
help of the Church. Befides a con- 


tant, regular attendance of the par- 


he more immediately belonged, he 


paid frequent viſits, in company with 


other Friends, to meetings in diſtant 
parts of this Nation; and ſeveral 
times attended the Vearly- meeting 


in London, even in the time of Old- 


age, and when natural Strength fail- 
ed. Vet even then, his Zeal and ſpi- 
ritual Abilities witneſſed no decay; 


but many are living Witneſſes of the 


awful, reaching manner in which he 


uſed to riſe and weightily expreſs 
himſelf among his Brethren, in that 
great and folemn Aſſembly 


. 


After the deceaſe of his aged wife 


(ho had been his beloved compani- 
on and faithful help-mate above for- 


ty years, and who departed this life 


in cheerful reſignation, great Compo- 
jure and ſweet peace, in the eighti- 


eth year of her age,) he quitted houſe- 
keeping, and retired to live with a 
| Relation 


© 


, 


he Oe: 8 uh oa 
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Relation in the ſame village, who © 


took a very affectionate care of him 


to the laſt. While he reſided in this 


new abode; he was viſited with his 


laſt Illneſs, which he bore with great 


3 ſaying that he was merci- 
fully dealt with. During the conti- 
nuance of his diſtemper, while it 


was any way ſuitable for him, he 


ſtruggled to get out, to fit with Friends 


in their Religious Meetings, waiting 


therein for a renewal of Strength to 
his inward man, and when preclu- 


ded by the progreſs of his diſorder 


from the attendance of Meetings, he 
was viſited in his own Apartment by 
many Friends, to whom he was of- 
ten drawn forth in ſweet counſel, to 


the tendering and melting down of 


their Spirits, under the influence of 


the precious Senſe and Power which 
Many 


accompanied his words. 


were the ſeaſonable opportunities of 
this ſort, and many the ſenfible, ſa- 
voury expreſſions that dropt from him 
in the courſe of his painful, tedious 

e | IIIneſs, 
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|  1linefs, which reduced him to very. 
great weakneſs of body. His Fleth | 
indeed exceedingly decayed; hut his 
Spirit was conflantly renewed and re- . 
8 with heavenly oil; ſo that 

s Lamp burned with undiminiſhed 


ſplendour to the very laſt; and in an 

holy confidence of an happy — 

a little before his departure he ſaid to „ 
bis Relations about him, I have no Dy 

' cauſe to grieve, neither would J have 1 

you ; Yet mentioned in true humility, © | 

that he had nothing to truſt to, hut 

1 the mercies of the Almighty. His | 
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mind was often favoured with inward 
joy; and one night, after much bodi- 
ly pain, he was fo filled With hea- 
venly conſolation that with a melodi- 
ous voice he ſaid, I am well; 1 feel 
200 pain I feel good, Oh, the Elders! 

the Elders! they ſhould dig for the ari- 
Jing of the well of Life, as with their 8 
Haves in their bands, Spring uf . 
Well and 1 will fing unis thee. At 
another time, in a mer 3 to 
this, 
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Ga are faithful to-the end ſhall 14 receive 
a Crown, a Crown that fadeth not as 
way, but rebellion is as the Sin of Witch- 
craft. Indeed many were the beau- 
tiful and inſtructive ſentences which 
he delivered, but not heing then ta- 
ken down cannot be exactly recol- 
lected; yet it is hoped the whole te- 
nour of his watchful, circumſpect 
life has impreſſed the minds of ſome 
of thoſe who were witneſſes of it 
with a veneration for, and aſpiration 
after ſuch a life, which will never 8 
eradicated. 

The night: before his e 
young man about whom he had ſe- 
veral times been anxiouſly concerned 

being brought to his bed- ſide, though 
his ſpeech taltered, and the powery 
of Nature failed; he ſpoke in a li- 
ving, ſenſible manner, with the au- 
thority of Truth on his Spirit: And 
to one of his own family being pre- 

ſent he addreſſed himſelf in a moſt 
affecting and encouraging exhortation 


as if taking a laſt and ſolemn farewell. 
be . Wo. 8 


The next morning, though, 1 
Speech grew worſe, he ſpo 
very tender and cordial — to 
ſome of his family preſent: Some of 
- the laſt articulate words he uttered, 
which could be underſtood, were 
expreſſire of the help and comfort 
which he felt; and even when the 
power of Speech failed, his manner 

| and geſture were ſuch, as thoſe who 
were intimately acquainted with him 
knew he was wont to uſe, when his 
excellent Spirit felt the power of 
Truth in dominion. 1 


depart this lite in 
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peace, the ſame day, about 
, at the houſe of Deborah | 
in Ballitore aforeſaid, 24th 
nd after a 
Meeting, 
mains were brought, 
they were it in Friends bury- 
ing-ground, at ſaid place, 27th gf 
the fame, | 
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